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WORDS FROM OUR DIRECTOR
2020 will be remembered as one of the most difficult years in recent history. It made impossible the plans we had for
the year, made us rethink our work and even gave us the opportunity to grow as an Association, together with
hundreds of people to whom we were able to lend them a hand.
We could qualify 2020 as the year of solidarity, of new opportunities, of challenges overcome, of growth, regardless
of the circumstances. We learned to value much more what we have around us, to take care of those in need even
more and to always reach the end goal with the same optimism with which we began.
The solidary hands that supported us with funds and work, will always be remembered. The moments of collaborative
work, the new teams and the opportunity to learn, will always be a force for us, a family that managed to reach out to
others, provide and move forward.
We present a summary of our main actions for the year 2020. Our best wishes and commitment to continue working in
a better environment every day, from the Asociación Creciendo Juntos.
Elsa Bonilla, Director of Asociación Creciendo Juntos.

INTRODUCTION
In 2000, Ecodesarrollo Papagayo, S.A. assumed the tourism and real estate project Peninsula Papagayo, on the
northwest coast of Costa Rica, and opened a liaison office, in order to establish relationships with neighboring
communities to identify their needs.
For the project to have scientific backing, a study with the Costa Rica University was done, which concluded that the
low level of education, the poor training of residents in the surrounding communities, and the little value they placed
on education, severely limited their ability to participate in the growth of the economy.
As a solution to this problem, Ecodesarrollo Papagayo S.A., established almost 20 years ago, became the community
relations program, “Creciendo Juntos”, which had the task of supporting the improvement of the quality of education,
in the neighboring schools, as well as helping the local communities to understand the value of education to improve
their quality of life.
In 2013, Asociación Creciendo Juntos was created, as a non-profit organization, with the mission of being a
collaborative platform that drives and conducts actions in social investment, education and health, seeking the
welfare of people and the transformation of Guanacaste communities.
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HEALTH
In March 2011, an alliance with the Caja Costarricense
del Seguro Social (Costa Rican Social Medicine),
allowed us to open a regional clinic for the integral and
preventive health care of minors, free of charges.
Children and young people from neighboring
communities have free access to one doctor and fulltime psychologist, health campaigns, - workshops and
visits to homes and schools. An average of just over 600
patients are seen per month.

3,712 patients attended in
preventive medicine.

HEALTH
3,900 patients attended in psychology.
2020 IMPACT

In 2020 an increase of patients in
psychology was reported because of the
pandemic. Issues of anxiety manifested
in children in multiple ways.

Thanks to MOHARI HOSPITALITY support, it

HEALTH

was possible the renovation of Corralillos
Clinic in Filadelfia, which had been in
abandonment since 1996. In order to
replicate the model of our Comunidad clinic
and begin with the care of minors, in
preventive healthcare and psychology. Due
to the pandemic, the opening will take place

2020 IMPACT

in 2021 and there is already funding for the
first year of operation, thank to the
contribution made by MOHARI.

EDUCATION
Since 2001, Creciendo Juntos has developed actions that
allow continuous teacher training, improvement of
infrastructure in schools, and the awareness in students
and their parents about the importance of education.
During 2020, three projects were executed in this area:
• Connected Schools: which provided Internet access to
educational centers.
• Libros Para Todos (Books for Everyone): donation of
books of the basic subjects. Which were a great support
this year of pandemic.
• Golf Tournament: a fundraising event to improve
Guardia High School.

Connected Schools: first generation of cable and
Internet were installed in four schools, with the
aim of providing comprehensive Internet access
to all the teachers and teaching areas of each
school. This guaranteed that children were part
of the ABC Mouse English Program.

EDUCATION
Libros para Todos (Books for Everyone): books on
the basic subjects were delivered to 874 students
in 12 schools.

2020 IMPACT
Golf Tournament: held during January 2020 at Península
Papagayo. It benefited Guardia Highschool
with two English classrooms, major renovations in
different areas and infrastructure, improvements in
systems, technological and security equipment, among
others.

PACKAGES WITH
FOOD AND CLEANING
SUPPLIES
During 2020, the Asociación Creciendo Juntos, together with
Península Papagayo, launched a fundraising campaign to
donate food packages and cleaning products to the families
affected by unemployment, caused by covid-19.
Thanks to the support of families in Península Papagayo,
friends of Creciendo Juntos and the Scheinberg Relief Fund,
funds were raised to support families of the communities of
Guardia, Comunidad, Altos del Roble, Monte Galán, La
Cascada, El Triunfo, Bahía, Las Palmas, Paso Tempisque,
Palmira, Playa Panamá,
Santa Rita and Obandito in
Guanacaste.

1,300 families benefited in a

PACKAGES
WITH FOOD
AND CLEANING
SUPPLIES

condition of vulnerability for 4
months and 1,700 in the last 4
months of the year.

13 communities of Guanacaste
benefited.

12,000 packages of food and cleaning
2020 IMPACT

delivered.

PINTANDO
ESPERANZA
Thanks to the support of Scheinberg Relief Fund, the
Creciendo Juntos launched in August 2020, the
project “Pintando Esperanza”, which created 110
temporary jobs for people who ended their contract in
Península Papagayo in June, because of covid-19.
"Pintando Esperanza" as a community project, was
possible to provide employment with economic and inkind benefits, and above all support for the mental
health of unemployment people, in addition to
contributing to the communities, in the improvement of
infrastructure.

20 weeks

PINTANDO
ESPERANZA

2020 IMPACT

2,668 students benefited
13 communities benefited

12 schools, 3 churches, 3 clinics, 2
soccer fields, 2 community halls, 1 park, 1
training center and 1 senior citizen
center.

130 hired people

PINTANDO
ESPERANZA

25 projects of painting,
renovation and
improvements:
•
•
•
•
•

2020 IMPACT

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Escuela de Guardia
Escuela de Santa Cruz
Escuela de Playa Hermosa
Escuela de Playa Panamá
Colegio Técnico
Profesional de Sardinal
Escuela Ignacio Gutiérrez
Escuela de Comunidad
Escuela La Libertad
Escuela de Palmira
Escuela Obandito
Escuela de Paso Tempisque
Escuela Santa Rita

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Iglesia de Comunidad
Salón Comunal de Comunidad
Parque de Comunidad
Centro de Capacitación de Comunidad
Clínica de Comunidad
Cancha de fútbol de Comunidad
Iglesia y aulas de Guardia
Salón Comunal de Guardia
Clínica de Guardia
Cancha de fútbol de Guardia
Centro para Adultos Mayores de Sardinal
Iglesia de Paso Tempisque
Clínica de Corralillos

HOME VEGETABLE
GARDENS
This is a vegetable production program developed in the
communities of Palmira, Paso Tempisque, Comunidad,
Guardia and El Triunfo. The irrigation technology used is
through drip and fertigation; as well as an advanced
technical package, leads to a high-quality final product,
with a 45% decrease in the chemical load of pesticides.
These are crops with a state phytosanitary certification.
Thanks to the support of the Scheinberg Relief Fund and
the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock, with this project,
families at risk in this communities will have an economic
and nutritional income that will allow them to face the
effect generated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

53 families benefited
5 communities

HOME
VEGETABLE
GARDENS

6 trainings in:
• Production of family gardens
• Irrigation and nutrition
• Handling and use of agrochemicals: records and costs
• Management of pests and major diseases
• Management and identification of the main weeds.

2020 IMPACT
37 designated lands
5,556 linear meters cultivated: cabbage, zucchini,
hemstitches, radishes, butter ayote, kabocha
ayote, chives, lettuce, coriander, onions, tomatoes,
peppers and cucumbers.

LOGISTICAL SUPPORT
For 2020 year we had the opportunity to support
logistically the Scheimberg Relief Fund, to be able to bring
support to different entities in our country, in the fight
against the pandemic.
In response to the global COVID-19 pandemic, Scheinberg
Relief Fund supports organizations and initiatives that
address the direct impact of the virus on vulnerable people
and the communities in which they live. The four areas in
which the Fund focuses its efforts are: Medical Equipment
and Supplies, Food Insecurity, the Elderly and Animal
Welfare.

10 elderly in Guanacaste and 2 in
Alajuela supported with economic funds
and with safety and cleaning materials

LOGISTICAL
SUPPORT
SCHEINBERG
RELIEF FUND
2020 IMPACT

against COVID-19

1,000,000 surgical masks donated to the
Costa Rican Social Security

Financial contribution to the American
Chamber of Commerce (AMCHAM) for the
purchase of equipment and tests for
COVID-19

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

Península Papagayo Homeowners

L360 Family

CONTACT
(506) 2667-0039

/CreciendoJuntos

elsa.bonilla@creciendojuntoscr.org

